
Community 

Neighbourhood 

Project Name Question Response

Forest Gate creating an environmentally 

friendly open space

are you allowed to move gravestones? have the families 

been contacted? where will the gravestones go? are you 

moving the bodies underneath too? where to? if not how 

will the families know where to pay their respects without 

headstones? are you swapping them for small ones?

Are you allowed to move gravestones?                                                                                  

Yes.  Churches have done that for years. Churchyards across London would have at some point 

been covered with gravestones.  There is a proper process for granting permission which we will 

follow.                                                                                                                                        

Have the families been contacted?                                                                                       

There are currently no families linked to the graves and memorials here.  Most of the memorials 

are over one hundred years old.  A good number go back to the 1800s.  So many of them have 

already been in this churchyard longer than many stones and memorials get to stay 

cemeteries.                                                                                                                   

Where will the gravestones go?                                                                                              

The Church of England has centuries of experience of dealing with this and always ensures that 

stones and memorials are treated with due care and respect.                                         

Are you moving the bodies underneath too?                                                                           

No.  Just the stones. No question of actual graves been 

disturbed.                                                                                                                                     

How will the families know where to pay their respects without headstones?                          

No family come here any more because most of the stones and memorials go back over one 

hundred years                                                                                                                          

Are you swapping the headstones for smaller ones?                                                               

No plan to do that.  But we have made photographic records of all the stones and memorials and 

mapped their position in the churchyard.

Forest Gate creating a new home for 

the magpie project and 

other community groups

do you own or rent hamfrith centre? if you dont own it then 

who does? have they okayed all these changes? are they 

putting any money in seeing as we are fixing it all up for 

them and there next tenants? 

Magpie - sent                                                                                                                              

We rent it. Newham Council owns it and have okayed the changes.                                     

Yes. We are currently working with them to agree a division of costs and responsibilities to restore 

and renovate the building, but yes they will certainly be contributing a significant amount towards 

the work. It is a partnership approach to maximise value for the community.



Forest Gate forest gate cultivate how is your proposal different to the ashoks vision one 

which is also a youth and planting-greening proposal?

Andrea - Aston Mansfield -sent                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                             Cultiv8 is 

not just a greening / planting proposal its about putting youth social action  on the agenda , young 

people will design plan and create a series of pop up events about the things they are passionate 

about and the environment , recycling and climate change alternative modes of transport are just a 

few  its also about young people giving back to the community engaging with the community 

garden and helping the community garden to diversify its engagement .

We will be giving them some challenges that they have to complete and will also getting specialist 

speakers in to keep them updated educated and informed we can also open these out to other folk 

in the community to attend.

Our youth offer also means that we can offer young people paid internships for up to a month and 

we also take young people on the kick start programme where they get paid to work for 6 months 

on a project so we are also offering local young people paid employment through this project.If 

successful we would love to work across all the other proposals supporting the projects in anyway 

we can .

We would never want to pitch ourselves against such an amazing charity like ASHOK VISION in 

fact it was Aston- Mansfield that supported Shofa to set up as a charity and provide them with their 

very first seed funding recently . It’s not one of values to compete with other charities especially 

ones who are just starting out on their journey .

It would be amazing if we could work together on a project we know how important it is for all 

young people to socialise network and work together especially as they have missed out on so 

much during lock down what better way to make new friends.

Just think how amazing that would be to have committed to two youth projects selected to work for 

a common purpose together utilising each projects skills base to enrich the opportunities available 

directly in the community.



Forest Gate youth led forest gate 

planting project

how is your proposal different to the fg community garden-

aston manfield one which is also a youth and planting-

greening proposal?

Ashok - sent                                                                                                                             

We admire the work Forest Gate Community Garden do and we look forward to seeing their work 

continuing. Our project is Youth Led and will engage Young People , please request a copy of our 

full project plan which outlines the scope and benefit to the borough.  Our youth volunteers have 

made a video outlining the work they will do - please view this on our Social Media handles and it 

can be emailed to you also : info@ashoksvision.org / info@ashoksvision.org     

                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                            

Newham has one of the highest birth rates in London 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/381062/birth-rate-london-by-borough/                                

Also Newham is one of the boroughs with the highest number of Children and Young People.

                

2021 is also the Year of the Young Person : https://www.newham.gov.uk/downloads/file/2728/2021-

newham-year-of-the-young-person  - Initiated and Led by Mayor Rokhsana.    All Youth focused 

projects are valuable to the community - The Green and Bio diversity initiaive is being led by Mayor 

Rokhsana and is one of Forest Gates priorities. We respect and value the work Aston Mansfield 

and other organisations who work with youth are doing. The more young people we engage the 

better for the community. This must be encouraged and celebrated. Our youth volunteer have 

made a video outlining the work they will do - please view this on our Social Media handles and it 

can be emailed to you also : info@ashoksvision.org  Our Ashoks Vision stall operates in 

Woodgrange Market place every weekend - if you would like to speak to us directly and see the 

great work we do in the 

community.                                                                                                                                  

Forest Gate forest gates music wall 

mural

which wall will it be on? who owns it? have they okayed 

this?

Neandra-sent                                                                                                                                    

                         Mr Patel owns the freehold 

                                                                                                                                                   Mr 

Patel has given his permission

Forest Gate cleanliness and waste 

photo walking project

how long will these walks be offered? are the participants 

supposed to keep tidying those areas afterwards? 

Larissa - sent                                                                                                                          How 

long will these walks be offered?

5 months - 5 walks one Saturday per month                                                                             Are 

the participants supposed to keep tidying those areas afterwards?

Not really but I don’t see why not if this is something participants want. It aims to engage and

educate the community to not make it dirty in the first place.

Forest Gate free supported street food 

and produce stall

have the markets agreed to provide a free stall or are you 

saying some of the funding will pay for their stall? how long 

would the stall be paid for?

Karina -sent        

                                                                                                                                                   No 

the market has not agreed to a free stall but I will use the funding to pay for the stall. 

                                                                                                                                                      The 

stall will be paid for the length of the project.



Forest Gate a retailers charter 

promoting positive waste 

management in 

woodgrange road

how and who is going to enforce contraventions of the 

charter?

Wendy-sent                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                 The 

retailers will regulate themselves:

There will be no contraventions, the retailers will regulate themselves if they realise there is more 

they can do to help us enjoy the area.  The Charter is not about blaming or pointing fingers as this 

will not help anyone at all, as some of them might not even realise that placing extra bags in the 

alley attracts more dumping from passersby.   

The over arching aim of the retailers charter is to highlight to the street facing independently 

owned businesses that impression management of the streetscape counts now more than ever, 

especially with the indication that that fitter competition are on the horizon with an attractive offer 

and higher standards.  

Hearing from the retailers:

We need an open dialogue that gently raises awareness to the retailers that there is a problem 

with grime in Woodgrange Road.  They might want to help us by displaying positive notices about 

using the litter bins or agree to let members of the public use their bins rather than dump on the 

street. 

A Positive Approach -Incentivised Engagement:

The retailers who show willingness and interest in displaying a decal or poster will enjoy publicity in 

the Newham Voices paper and (if interested) receive tips about presenting their shops, and 

creating an appetite for people to shop locally.   Hopefully supporters of the Charter will present as 

social proof to their peers that little changes like publicly displaying a declaration about positive 

waste management will raise the consciousness of others about how they manage their waste.

Forest Gate woodgrange market a 

community space

how big will the performance space be? will it be covered? 

will it be mobile or permanent? if permanent could it be put 

on that corner where cars park to stop them?

Laura - sent                                                                                                                              The 

size of a gazebo which is 3mx3m

Yes covered under a gazebo it will only be there when the market is there which is on 

Saturdays.                                                                                                                                     It is 

mobile.                                                                                                                          Regarding the 

cars, you need to talk to the council about this which is what I do.

Forest Gate greening concrete 

dominated estate in central 

forest gate

is the council going to look after those plants? if not who 

else? do you know people in those estates? 

Laura Laker - sent                                                                                                                        

SWAN/Residents will look after them - but we'll choose low-maintenance plants with a view to 

them becoming semi- self-sufficient       

                                                                                                                                                      I 

live there and know quite a few of my neighbours  

Forest Gate permanent rainbow 

crossing on woodgrange 

road lgbt visibility

how many pop up boards and banners? how big will they 

be? where will they be? how long for? i think i will vote 

anyway because i want the rainbow crossing but i am not 

convinced about the other stuff, the high street already has 

so many street signs and clutter, its too busy looking.

Rob - sent      There would be two boards, A2 in size.                                         

One placed in the Market Place the other at one end of the Rainbow Crossing                      

For 1 month during the August when Forest Gayte Pride will happen (August 13th, 14th, 15th) 

Wonderful!  We will make an attempt to minimise the effects of the signs. While providing 

information to the community as to why the crossing is important. 



Forest Gate going green green the high 

street woodgrange road 

and upton lane

have you just applied twice (this one and the cultiv8 one) or 

are you connected to any of the other greening proposals 

too? will you be able to commit and deliver them all if you 

get funding for all of them? i think you said you are relying 

on volunteers?

Myanah -sent                                                                                                                                

No, Greening the High Street is our project. Cultiv8 is Aston Mansfield's project and they will just 

use the Garden as their operational site.  

                                                                                                                                                 

No, but we are very willing to work with them if appropriate.

                                                                                                                                                 

We hope so. Our experience tells us that the negotiations to get the siting agreed may be 

protracted.

                                                                                                                                                 

We will be. Volunteers will plan the style and the siting of the planters in partnership with LBN, 

choose the plants, put them in the planters and then carry out on-going maintenance. Someone 

needs to organise all this, and that will be a short term paid post. We have a lot of experience of 

working with volunteers, and we feel it is too much to ask a volunteer to design and distribute 

publicity recruit the team, contact schools and businesses, negotiate with the Council, order and 

arrange delivery of materials and organise planting sessions and ongoing maintenance. We do not 

think our project is viable without a co-ordinator.

Forest Gate FGCG - Going Green There are a few greening proposals that seem near the 

same areas, would you mark on a map where you propose 

to green please?

Myanah -sent                                                                                                                            We 

are planning to put planters on the lower half of Woodgrange Road and in Upton Lane, with the 

Council's consent. I don't think any of the other greening projects were covering that area. If they 

are we are happy to work with them.

Forest Gate Ashoks Vision - Youth 

Planting

There are a few greening proposals that seem near the 

same areas, would you mark on a map where you propose 

to green please?

Ashok - sent                                                                                                                             We 

have had a great response from residents and businesses -  We are currently working on this and 

will have the map pinpointed as our project develops, So this is In progress.  Our Ashoks Vision 

stall operates in Woodgrange Market place every weekend - if you would like to speak to us 

directly and see the great work we do in the community please visit us in person or see our work 

on www.ashoksvision.org  / @ashoksvision

Forest Gate Laura Laker - Greening 

Concrete Estate

There are a few greening proposals that seem near the 

same areas, would you mark on a map where you propose 

to green please?

Laura Laker - 

sent                                                                                                                                             The 

post codes for the estate are: E7 0HJ

E7 0HY

E7 0HZ

E7 0HQ



Forest Gate Melina Paesler - Biodiverse 

Corridors

There are a few greening proposals that seem near the 

same areas, would you mark on a map where you propose 

to green please?

Melina-

sent                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                              

Forest Gate Zara Peters - Tree Pit 

Adoption

There are a few greening proposals that seem near the 

same areas, would you mark on a map where you propose 

to green please?

Zara - sent                                                                                                                                 My 

project isn’t specific to one area as depends who would like to volunteer to adopt their tree pit. The 

project will start on Station Rd as that’s where I pass each day so i will adopt a tree there. 

Forest Gate Retailers Charter I was not clear exactly how you are going to get retailers to 

co-operate?

Wendy-sent                                                                                                                      Incentivised 

Engagement, Rapport Direct Interface with a non council representative:

Experience: 

As a specialist retail engagement consultant, with 11 years experience, I have found that the offer 

of publicity and engagement with a non council representative is often welcome, especially since 

there is wide spread mistrust of local authorities.  

The nature of urban decay in small retailer parades:

I work in complex areas where the high streets have been declining due to poor product mix, 

clustering, commercial waste management problems that attract more littering.  

Listening:

 I have spoken at length to numerous retailers that say LTNs and metered parking has negatively 

impacted their businesses, however the decline of the high street was happening long before 

LTNs and metered parking were even a thing.   The retailers tend to trust me because they get to 

express their concerns and access solutions that enable them to grow their businesses and make 

transformations that the community enjoys, despite LTNs and metered parking.    They especially 

enjoy having someone to interface with them and the Local Authority and even have material 

translated to help them also benefit from the area.



Forest Gate Cleanliness and Waste 

Photo walking Project 

Isnt The Council supposed to deal with litter? Its not for us 

to do their job for them. Theres a mobile phone app that 

you can report litter and it logs hotspots so wont this 

proposal stop The Council knowing about hotspots 

meaning we cant ask for other measures. Dont think this is 

what The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) should be 

spend on. 

Larissa - sent                                                                                                                            Isn’t 

the Council supposed to deal with litter?

Yes it’s the council's responsibility. But also as citizens it is our responsibility to not throw litter on 

the non designated places. Environmental crime,fly tipping and littering. Through art we aim to 

help this situation by educating people to avoid all this happening in the first 

place.                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                            It’s not for 

us to do their jobs for them. There is a mobile phone app that you can report

litter and it logs hotspots, so won’t your proposal stop this?

We will be using this app to log the areas we find. The aim is not to do jobs that belong to the

council but to create attention and focus to the project through art and education.

The Council knows about hotspots meaning we can’t ask for other measures. I don’t

think that is what the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) should be spent on?

The local community will benefit from this project in many ways. The first and most important is 

cleaner streets and education and engagement around it. And this will subsequently improve their 

well being and mental health. This topic is clearly very important for the community but 

unfortunately currently is quite a big issue causing stress and anxiety specially for the people that 

have rubbish dumped by their doorstep.

The local community will also benefit from learning new skills such as photography and filming

techniques, editing, mosaic making among other artistic skills. Those can become new hobbies 

and also create employability opportunities.

This can be a great opportunity for people to meet each other and reduce loneliness, helps build 

connections and friendships and create a better connected environment. All the above are great 

for well being and mental health.

Walking is also an amazing activity to maintain good health. Connected and empowered

communities are healthy communities.



Forest Gate A Retailers Charter Isnt The Council supposed to tell businesses what they 

must do with waste and enforce? If businesses are 

dumping they probably dont know or the system doesnt 

work and  needs resolving with The Council.

Hopefully the retailers will tell themselves what to do – not me:

Yes it is the councils job to tell the businesses what to do with their waste, however I have lots of 

evidence that dumping occurs outside core council hours.  I have lists of names obtained from 

boxes as well.   The most disgusting thing I ever saw was a box of raw chicken skin and giblets 

placed freshly outside a new butchers/convenience store.  This is not acceptable. 

The Charter is not about telling the retailers what to do, it’s really a way of opening up a dialogue 

with the independent retail community on how they can showcase their standards as well as what 

is good and different about their shops.  The mere fact that there are major chains on 

Woodgrange Road is recognition that the area is lucrative, it would be fabulous if the independents 

can get a share of the ensuing benefits from LBN’s investment.  

As the Council is spending millions on improving some of the urban decay in the borough, the litter 

is just one topic that could build stronger relationships between the retailers and the community.    

The Retailers Charter is a soft approach to helping them to help us make the place appealing by 

managing their presentation and commercial waste. (An added bonus would be if they also 

improved the offering within their shops but this is a long shot.)

                                                                                                                                                  This is 

true and that is why one of the questions I will focus on is about the positioning of the existing “no 

littering signs” which are:

•	placed over a meter from the ground up, 

•	tired, creased and out dated all in English.  

•	boring, when they could be more colourful and imaged based)  

I will be finding out how the council can help the retailers too.  I will definitely be sharing my 

findings with the Council.  I want this charter to be rolled out across the whole borough as a means 

of redressing some of the blight and low effort on the part of some retailers and their landlords.

  

Forest Gate Odessa Park 

Improvements 

Isnt The Council supposed to be sorting out litter issues 

and maintaining the plants and whatnot anyway? 

Polly- sent                                                                                                                                 Yes I 

agree that in the main the council  is responsible for addressing litter issues etc, but I don't know 

how aware they are and ultimately they can not enforce people to put their litter in bins when they 

have finished using the park! If the surroundings were improved it may encourage people to keep 

it in better conidtion and use the bins already provided!  

Forest Gate The Magpie Project Can the other community groups use Hamfrith Centre for 

free? If not will there be a discount for community groups 

(i.e. youth activities) vs private events (wedding 

receptions)?

Magpie - sent                                                                                                                             We 

are keen to make sure the space is used and occupied as much as possible, to plug gaps in the 

local provision of community space and give groups a place to operate and spread community 

value. We are happy to explore non-monetary payment for use of the space such as contribution 

of volunteer hours, equipment, or spaces for our service users in your sessions. These will be 

agreed on a case by case basis but the answer to your question is yes, in principle! 

Forest Gate Aston Mansfield + Forest 

Gate Community Garden

How long will the cultiv8 programme run? Aston Mansfield -sent         

                                                                                                                                                 The 

Cultiv8 will run over a period of 6 months during holiday periods and some evening sessions 

depending on schedule if awarded taking into account weather darker evenings etc we will 

programme with these things in mind  



Forest Gate Ashok's Vision International Planters are great but they take up quite a lot of footprint on 

our public realm. How big will these planters be that you're 

making? Is it just the planters you are providing, or will you 

also be choosing their location (and do you have 

permission from the land owner), filling them with plants, 

maintaining them? 

Ashok - sent                                                                                                                            This will 

not be an issue - We are liasing with local experts in the field and other community groups who 

work in this industry. We are also hiring gardening experts to deliver our wokshops to the Young 

People. We aim to make this a project that fits with the values and core essence of Newhams 

vision to be greener, safer and lovely place to live for all ages 

groups.                                                                                                                                       We 

have had a great response from residents and local  businesses and land owners -  We are 

currently working on this and will have these spaces secured as our project develops. So, Yes we 

do have permission                                                                                                    Yes, Certainly. 

We have been present in Woodgrange Market since 2020 - running a weekly stall with Newham 

Young People. Please see our article: https://newhamvoices.co.uk/vision-of-hope-to-combat-

isolation-and-despair/    We have a pool of voluteers and parents and local people and business 

who have been supporting us. Our youth volunteer have made a video outlining the work they will 

do - please view this on our Social Media handles and it can be emailed to you also : 

info@ashoksvision.org  Our Ashoks Vision stall operates in Woodgrange Market place every 

weekend - if you would like to speak to us directly and see the great work we do in the community.

Forest Gate Polly Banwell What play equipment will we get under this proposal and 

can it replace the train?

Polly- sent                                                                                                                                     I am 

hoping the train will be restored/replaced under the council's own budget responsibilities and that 

an additional climbing frame/slide can be installed for the younger children (under 5s). If that is not 

possible then I would like to work with the council to remove the train and replace it with a new 

piece of equipment.

Forest Gate Neandra Etienne How big is the mural? Do you have an artist in mind to 

draw it?

Neandra- sent                                                                                                                               I 

don't have the measurements at the moment             

                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                           The design 

and artist will be picked by a public vote. 

 




 


