
Working Group minutes  

 

Beckton and Royal Docks  

16th June 2021  6pm  Zoom  

The meeting commenced at _18:00__ and closed at _19.30__ 

Present: Valerie Johnson, Keith Richardson, Monica Hartnell, Patrick 
Hurley, Theca Meijer, Audrey Humes, Rob Callender, Gertrude 
Tummings, Julio Diaz 

Cllr Charlene Mclean  

Apologies: George Gherman, Patience Okoukoni,  

Cllr James Asser, Conrad Hall  

Stage 1 applications  

Time allocated 80 mins 

Detail of 
applications on 
the CoCreate 
platform  

Only 2 applications last meeting – 1 of which has since been 
withdrawn. We will pass on his comments to our parks colleagues 
on his behalf.   

 

LT presented the project proposals as loaded onto the Cocreate 
platform.  

Some of the projects have not submitted applications forms and 
will not be considered for funding. One applicant has removed 
their application.   

The Miniature Forest and Meadow Extension – cannot progress 
as Buhler are a private business and the land would not be 
accessible to the public.  

 

Meeting queried a number of applications and noted that not 
everyone agreed as to what was a viable project for instance the 
proposed dog park in Royal Victoria Gardens and that some of 
the VCFS applications did not seem to be outside of their normal 
offer.  

 

LT and SW explained where other services have been informed 
of the project and invited to comment/collaborate.  

 

Meeting commented that tighter filtering would have been 
beneficial 

 

VCS – how do these meet the criteria of working beyond what 
they normally do 

 

Some of the projects have not been able to put a plan together – 
can they have more support in future  

 



Working Group minutes  

 

LT noted that CNBRD have £209,000 circa worth of applications 
in total.  

 

Members of the group raised some concerns about the speed of 
this process, time allocated to reading the applications in detail, 
the relatively small amount of money allied to a large amount of 
bureaucracy. Members would have liked to have more time to 
discuss the proposals.  

Cllr Mclean explained that the previous programme was seen as 
too long so perhaps the next programme should be 18 months  

 

MH – for applicants that decide don’t pass the priorities – we will 
need the evidence trail as to what is  

Anything that scores over 50% will go through  

Confusion about Council Infrastructure li 

st and Community Infrastructure Levy, Cllr Mclean reported that 
th24e council had attempted to have a comprehensive list but this 
was impossible. Applications will also be checked that they meet 
the CIL objectives.  

Community Infrastructure List – please circulate  

Action items 

Forward the Community Infrastructure List  SW  ASAP  

Complete scoring matrix for all applications 
and return to SW by 10am on Friday 17.06 

all Friday 17.06.21 

AOB – as requested by Valerie  

10 mins  

Working Group 
members being 
advocates for the 
community  

 

 

The overgrown 
and thus 
inaccessible  
state of local 
parks and green 
spaces across 
Beckton and 
Royal Docks 

 

Valerie explained that she came on to the WG with an interest in 
being an advocate for the community as such can we have a 
standing AOB item at the end of each WG meeting to discuss 
local issues.  

 

 

 Grass not being cut and untrimmed overhanging trees are 
causing safety issues, knee length grass is inhibiting use of 
green spaces 

Complaints raised via the website are not always followed up 
adequately and it is hard to add a location when there are no 
defining features such as a house 

The Love Newham app might be a better means of reporting  
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Reward and 
Recognition  

Cllr Mclean urged WG members to raise issues with their local 
Cllrs too. RC was disappointed that although he had sent a letter 
to RD Cllrs in April he had still not received a response.  

 

Valerie has raised her concerns with Cllr Asser – lead for 
Environment  

 

There's trees/shrubs hanging right into the carriageway on corner 
of Tollgate Rd/Woolwich Manor Way by the roundabout in 
Beckton. Been like it for sometime... 

PH noted that this is also happening across London, possibly due 
to a combination of reduced service over the pandemic followed 
by wet and warm weather currently.  

RC noted that wild areas are beneficial to the environment If an 
area is going to be left as wild can we have it labelled as such to 
support understanding 

 

LT sent out a new version of the R&R claim form this week. The 
only change is that Farheen Butt, who was the contact for claims 
to R&R has moved to another department. Claims now revert to 
Aidan Keightley - Aidan.keightley@newham.gov.uk 

Meetings held to date:  

04.05.21 – 1 hour  
Patience Okoukoni 
 
10.05.21 – 1.5 hours  
 George Gherman, Patience Okoukoni, Monica Hartnell, Julio Diaz, 
Patrick Hurley, Rob Callender, Keith Richardson, Theca Meijer, Valerie 
Johnson 
 
24.05.21 – 1.5 hours  
Monica Hartnell, George Gherman, Patience Okoukoni, Keith 
Richardson, Theca Meijer, Valerie Johnson, Julio Diaz, Patrick Hurley, 
Rob Callender 
 
08.06.21 – 80 minutes  
Patrick Hurley, Patience Okoukoni, Gertrude Tummings, Audrey 
Humes, George Gherman,  Gertrude Tummings, Monica Hartnell, Rob 
Callender, Julio Diaz,Valerie Johnson 
 

LT also reminded working group members to claim for the time 
they take preparing for meetings, especially in light of the time 
taken to sift through the applications.  

Recommendations to improve the process will be fed back to  

 

SW to invite the WG members to the Beckton and Royal Docks 
Community Forums 

 

Next meeting – 1st July 6pm – 7.30pm  

mailto:Aidan.keightley@newham.gov.uk
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Conclusions WG members should be able to use this forum as a chance to 
raise local issues  

 

WG members are encouraged to raise local issues with the Cllrs 
and via the Love Newham app  

 

Send Reward and recognition to Aidan Keightley  

Action items 

Add AOB to every meeting WG meeting 
agenda  

LT/SW  ongoing 

Share Cllr contacts, links to Love Newham 
app and the Beckton and Royal Docks 
neighbourhood forums  

 

Submit forms to Aidan Keightley for meeting 
and preparation hours  

 

Invite and agenda for next Working group 
meeting on 1st July at 6pm  

SW  

 

 

WG members 

 

 

SW  

18.06.21  

 

 

On going  

 

 

18.06.21 

 


