
 Canning Town Mural Options

Project Background

This mural project is being developed by Curtis Donovan in collaboration with 
London Borough of Newham and the Canning Town Resident Steering Group. This 
is to ensure the final artwork reflects the local community. The design process has 
been intentionally participatory, using community feedback to shape both the visual 
direction and the content of the mural.

Key Themes

Through initial discussions with the Resident Steering Group, three core themes 
were identified to guide the design development. These themes will be considered 
essential elements of the final design:

 1. Heritage meets the future

 2. Art that provides knowledge

 3. Showcasing the diversity of the local community

These themes aim to celebrate local history while looking forward, and to create 
a piece of public art that is both visually engaging and educational, particularly for 
young people.

Embedded Learning Element

Across all design options, the mural surface will include subtle textures and details 
that embed knowledge and learning. These elements are intended to spark curiosity 
and provide people with accessible, everyday information woven into the artwork. 

Design Concepts

In response to these themes, three initial mural options have been developed. 
Community feedback will be used to further refine and select the final direction.



Canning Town Themes -  the landscape, the 
history and the local population



Concept A: Community in Bloom
A bold, graphic floral arrangement made up of human figures. The design uses sim-
ple shapes and strong colour to symbolise growth, connection, and a thriving com-
munity.



Concept B: Changing Landscapes
An abstract composition of colourful, dynamic structures flowing along the Thames. 
Inspired by the evolving docklands and local environment, this design reflects 
movement, change, and future development.



Concept C: Past to Present
A historic docklands photograph reimagined with contemporary elements such as 
new flags and a shining modern skyline. This concept directly explores the theme of 
heritage meeting the future.



Survey 

1. Which artwork do you prefer?
(Please select one option)

A. Community in Bloom
A floral arrangement of human figures using bold, simple design to represent a com-
munity growing together.

B. Changing Landscapes
Colourful, dynamic structures inspired by the Thames and the changing local land-
scape.

C. Past to Present
A historic docklands image reimagined with modern details and a vision of the future.

2. What kind of knowledge would you like to see included in the mural?
(Open response)

Examples might include:

A maths equation or times table

A local historical fact

A fact about East London

Knowledge from your profession or skills

“Good things for kids to know”


