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Drivers of change

Strategic context

This Newham Sustainable Transport Strategy has been developed to guide investment
in transport infrastructure for the period 2023 - 2038. It supports the Council’s Local Plan
Review, which sets out a framework for future development in Newham, and to help
prioritise Council’s actions to support more sustainable transport in the borough.

Based against this context, a set of objectives has
been developed, and proposed ‘actions’ that the
Council and its partners will pursue to meet the
objectives. Some actions are short term, and reflect
schemes already in development, whereas others will
need to be implemented over the longer term, and
may require support from developers, neighbouring
local authorities, national government or Transport
for London. The strategy will not lead to an overnight
transformation but will act as a basis for a programme
to deliver change.

The strategy is based on the development of an
extensive baseline evidence base, which considered
national, local, and regional policy drivers, as well as
consideration of the boroughs current and proposed
land use distribution, its demographic profile and
other socio-economic data, and the provision and
shape of its transport network. As part of the of the
evidence base, a growth assessment was also carried
out; examining the possible impact of Local Plan
growth on the current transport network and the
implications for congestion and sustainable travel.
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What you told us

This Strategy has been developed in conjunction with the involvement of residents and

businesses in Newham. Surveys were held between November 2022 and January 2023 to
capture their views. Respondents were asked about their travel behaviour pre- and post-
covid, and their attitude towards travel in the borough, and their priorities for strategy

development.

Top Priority for the Sustainable Transport
Strategy (residents survey):

32.6%

HAVING BETTER CYCLE FACILITIES

We followed these surveys up with two co-creation
workshops to get a better understanding of their
views. These discussions helped us better understand
current transport patterns, and the different types

of journeys undertaken at present, including journey
destinations, times of travel, the use of different
modes for different types of trips, and their attitudes
towards travel in Newham. We also asked people their
views of what works well when travelling in, around,
and through the borough, and the biggest challenges
faced when doing so.

When we had developed an initial set of proposals
we held further workshops with residents, businesses
and youth representatives to refine and improve our
recommendations.

The illustration over the page highlights some of the
key points raised during the consultation, and how
they have been addressed in the Strategy.
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Your feedback

Make it easier
to travel by public
transport, including

increasing the number of bus

Improve
the quality
of walking and
cycle facilities to
encourage more
take-up

services running north-south,

and improve the promotion
of bus services for
business travel

We have identified a
number of routes that
would benefit from bus
priority, we will also
engage with Transport
for London to make the
case for new bus services,
particular north-south and
in the Royal Docks and
Beckton Riverside area.
We will also implement
new promotional
campaigns to encourage
the take up of sustainable
travel

The strategy includes
proposals to expand
the borough-wide cycle
network, improve walking
routes, and expand cycle
parking on-street, at
stations and at community
destinations

Provide
additional charging
infrastructure for
electric vehicles

We have included
recommendations to
increase the number of
accessibility of EV charging
points, both on street and
at new developments. We
will also provide charging
points for e-bikes and
e-scooters as the law
allows, and pursue a trial
of a dockless e-bike hire
scheme and e-cargo bike
hire pilot.

Implement
measures to
encourage the
sustainable delivery
of goods

Our strategy includes
recommendations
to make it easier for
freight deliveries to be
consolidated into fewer
movements, and to
encourage the use of low
and zero emission delivery
vehicles for the last leg of
a journey.

Incentivise
the use of car
clubs and smaller
vehicles

We have recently
introduced a new
emission-based parking
permit scheme, and we'll
examine the potential to
widen this out to consider
the size and weight of
vehicles. We will also
encourage the expansion
of car clubs, favouring the
roll-out of electric club
cars.

Improve safety
for pedestrians
and cyclists

We will improve crossing
points at identified
collision areas, and
implement a 20mph

speed limit on borough-

controlled roads

Our response
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Objectives of the strategy

We have identified five objectives for the strategy. These objectives have been used to guide the selection of actions that make up our
strategy for the future of transport in Newham

1 3 4 5
Qo060

Enable Support measures to
sustainable housing and Improve health outcomes Deliver improvements to Ensure that Newham has deliver a 15-minute
employment for residents and visitors the transport network an inclusive transport network across the
growth that will help tackle the network borough and improve
climate emergency access to and from the

rest of London
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Strategy actions

We have developed a series of strategy actions that set out how we plan to make transport more sustainable in Newham. These will be
phased in between now and 2038, and are grouped into the following themes

@ e

Strategy action 1: Strategy action 2: Strategy action 3: Strategy action 4:
Active travel (walking, cycling, Cycle hire Public transport Electric vehicles
wheeling)

Strategy action 5: Strategy action 6: Strategy action 7: Strategy action 8:

Sustainable private car use Safe transport network Behavioural change Sustainable delivery and servicing
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1: Active travel (walking, cycling, wheeling)

Walking and cycling is a convenient way for people to make short trips as well as being good for people physical
and mental wellbeing, and they account for around a third of current trips in Newham. The strategy
proposed a series of actions designed to make it easier and safer to walk and cycling in the borough.

Improve cycle routes Expanded cycle parking

and footways

We will enhance the cycle-network in the borough
and improve cycling and walking facilities to and
within the town centre and to key trip generators
such as transport hubs, schools, and hospitals. We will
also ensure that new developments provide facilities
to make it easier to use active travel, and that barriers
that make it harder to cycle and walk are minimised.

We will increase the provision of on-street parking,
and make sure that it meets the very highest design
standards, as well as ensuring that it doesn’t take up
footway space to avoid an adverse impact for those
walking or wheeling. We will increase the provision of
cycle parking at stations leisure destinations, and new
developments, and provide more cycle hangars that

allow people to store their bike for longer periods.

Figure 1

Priority Strategy Cycling Routes

AN

Leisure walking and

cycling routes

The Council will continue its programme of accessibility
improvements to the Greenway, and work to improve
the quality of paths following the River Thames with
the aim of linking it to the Thames Path in East India
Docks. It will also improve the quality of the Leaway
sections in Newham and work with the River Roding
Trust to improve the quality of the River Roding Path.

Healthier
neighbourhoods

We will continue the roll out of Low Traffic
Neighbourhoods and Healthy Schools Streets
schemes that make it easier for people to make
journeys without a car. We will also review the way
that we manage kerbside spaces to support the
balanced use of space, and to promote the use of
community led initiatives where appropriate.

Improve wayfinding

The Council will work with TfL to expand Legible
London signage across the borough. It will also improve
the provision of signage on active travel routes, in

the town centre, at transport hubs and ensure that
developers put in place high quality signage at new
developments.
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2: Cycle hire

We want to make the benefits of cycling available to as many people as possible in the borough, and we are proposing
a number of recommendations to ensure that in Newham can access a bike both for everyday journeys, and when you
make need to carry larger loads that may not have been possible to take on a regular bike.

Lobbying for TfL Cycle Expand Brompton Trial e-bike hire

Hire expansion Cycle Hire provision
The Council will work with Transport for London, We will investigate the expansion of Brompton cycle We will introduce a free-floating (dockless) e-cycle
to safeguarding areas for future TfL Cycle Hire hire, with the aim of providing a station at every hire scheme, and trial a dockless

expansion, and secure contributions from developers transport interchange. e-cargo bike hire scheme in the
to implement an expansion of docking stations across borough.

the borough. New TfL Cycle Hire stations will be

prioritised in proximity of transport hubs and in town

centres.
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3: Public transport

Good public transport is important for people who need to make longer journeys. Newham benefits from a good
public transport network and we have developed a number of proposal that will strengthen it further and make sure
that good public transport is available to people irrespective fo where they live or want to travel to.

Improve bus journey journey times

Lobbying for new bus
routes

Public transport
accessibility improvements

We will lobby TfL to ensure Superloop routes We will work with TfL to identify new bus routes

have bus priority measures and provide maximum that could improve north-south movements within
connectivity. the borough and support future population growth.
We will also work with TfL to encourage more night
buses and demand responsive transport to serve

underserved areas and shift workers

Transport hubs and
active travel integration

Improve rail connectivity

We will promote and lobby for improvements to the
accessibility of stations, bus stops and interchange
locations in Newham. We will also work with British
Transport Police to support vulnerable users of

the transport network, increase visibility of law
enforcement, and ensure adequate CCTV at stations.

Lower River Roding crossing

We will improve sustainable transport We will continue to work with TfL, the Mayor

of London and Central Government to develop
proposals for the extension of the DLR line and the
construction of new stations at Beckton Riverside
and Thamesmead. We'll also continue to work in

partnership with Network Rail, TfL, and the LLDC to

infrastructure at and on the approach to stations
to support sustainable first and last mile trips and
develop mini transport hubs that combine multiple
sustainable and shared modes in strategic locations
around the borough.

develop plans for the redevelopment of Stratford and

Canning Town stations.

The Council will review options and the case for using
the proposed River Roding crossing (a LBBD proposal)
as an intermodal corridor.
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4: Electric vehicles

Whilst we want to encourage as many journeys as possible to be made my active and public modes, there will also be
a role for cars. The Council will put in place steps to encourage the use of electric vehicles over petrol and diesel ones.

On-street EV charging: Off-Street EV charging: Prioritising high utilisation &
charging point accessibility new developments essential users
We will implement proposals to increase the number The Council will encourage car-free developments. We will prioritise the installation of chargers in
of publicly available vehicle charging points, which are We will work to ensure that charging points are areas frequented by taxis and goods vehicles, and
as accessible as possible, and which don’t obstruct the installed which can be easily upgraded and expanded support the transition to zero emission vehicles. We
footway or cause trip hazards. in the future, and that utilise a pay-as-you use model will also promote the electrification of car clubs to

provide residents with al alternative to private car
ownership. The Council will ensure that a proportion
of new chargers are classified as Fully Accessible,

and that these are positioned near essential facilities
- » such as hospitals, care homes and rehabilitation
centres. We will also prioritise the installation of EV
charging infrastructure in on-street parking locations
designated for Blue Badge holders and visitors

E-scooters, e-bikes, and mobility
scooter charging

Minimising kerbside neutralisation

We will develop proposals for the installation of fast- We will work with local businesses, and community We will ensure that promoters of car-free

chargers suitable for e-scooters, e-bikes, and mobility representatives to identify optimal locations for developments contribute toward EV charging points

scooters. charging points, ensuring minimal disruption to in the borough and that these are assessed based
current and planned pedestrian areas, parks, and on the direct benefit and specific needs of each

public spaces. development and the surrounding community.
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5: Sustainable private car use

The strategy contains a number of proposals to promote the sustainable use of private cars.

Review parking strategy Expand car club provision Review parking provision for taxis

The Council will review the number and location of The Council will continue the expansion of car club We will review usage of existing taxi bays and identify
on- and off-street parking, to ensure that provision is provision in the borough, both in terms of spatial possible locations for taxi bay provision expansion. In
in line with our wider corporate objectives, including coverage and number of car club vehicles, according areas of low demand, we may identify opportunities
those related to ensuring the wealth wellbeing and to the standard set out in the Local Plan. to use taxi bays for other purposes (e.g., delivery and

economic vibrancy of the borough. This review
will examine options for parking permits charges
to incentivise people to switch to smaller, lighter, The Local Plan
and cleaner vehicles. We will also explore options makes it clear that all
for alternative uses to the kerbside, including the new development will
promotion of cycle parking and hire facilities, and be car-free, and that the
community parklets. provision of residential car
parking — outside of blue
‘ badge spaces — will not

be supported.

servicing, EV charging).
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6: Safe transport network

Ensuring that the transport network is, and is perceived to be safe for all users, is key to promoting
sustainable transport, and is an important consideration of the Strategy. An number of actions have been
identified to support this objective.

-l Walking and cycling 2 Reduce vehicle speeding 3 Reduce HGV traffic 4 Maintain cycleways
crossing improvements and footways
We will improve crossing points for We will introduce a borough wide We will review roads which are We will ensure that footway and
pedestrian and cyclists at identified 20mph speed limit will be implemented  unsuitable for HGVs in terms of weight cycleway are regularly maintained,
collision hotspots. on borough-controlled roads. Further and road safety, and provide signage to kept clean, free of clutter and free
traffic calming measures and targeted enforce an HGV ban on these roads. A from overgrown plants. Winter gritting
enforcement will be introduced to timed ban on HGVs may be appropriate  of cycleways and footways will be

support this restriction where speeding in situations where a full ban would prioritised.
issues persist. unduly impact local businesses.
/
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7: Behavioural change

To make sure the schemes that are developed meet the objectives of this strategy, it will be important
to involve and engage with the local community as much as possible to help shape their design, as well
as making people aware of the schemes delivered and how to make the best use of them.

-l Marketing and Work with health, park 3 School Travel Plans Commercial and

promotion and leisure departments residential travel plans

to support the uptake of

We will ensure that appropriate, well sustainable travel We will engage with schools to We will engage with businesses to
thought-out, clear information is encourage them to develop accredited support the development of ambitious
produced to support all actions of We will collaborate with the health TfL Travel for Life scheme travel plans. Travel Plans, by offering a package of
this strategy, providing the nudge or and park and leisure department to We will also develop a Sustainable supporting measures targeting a shift
motivation people need to change explore option to promote active and Modes of Travel to School Strategy to more sustainable travel behaviour.
to support the uptake of sustainable sustainable travel to improve health to support schools in implementing
travel. and wellbeing of residents and to school-specific travel plans.

support the use of community spaces.

a
)
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8: Sustainable delivery and servicing

The movement of freight is an essential component of the transport network in Newham. Residents and businesses
rely on delivery and servicing vehicles to provide them with the goods and services they need in their daily lives.

-I Freight

consolidation

2 Increase the density of
parcel lockers

3 Last mile logistics
hubs

Wharf and Pierside

We will require major new commercial
developments to use off-site
consolidation to reduce the number
of delivery and servicing trips, secured
through planning conditions and
Section 106 agreements.

Mode shift
incentivisation

We will incentivise businesses to switch
to cleaner modes, and continue to
incentivise businesses to switch to
cleaner modes through emission-based
charging for business parking permits,
and the cargo bike trial.

New sites will be encouraged to
provide multi-operator parcel lockers
to maximise the range of services they
offer residents. To achieve the desired
density, we will work with operators to
find suitable locations on the highway
or on council-controlled land.

6 Peak time delivery

prohibition

We will prohibit deliveries to new
major development during peak hours.
Restrictions will be tailored to suit local
context; in some locations such as busy
town centres additional lunchtime
restrictions may be considered, around
schools, restrictions at school pick up
times may be appropriate.

We will encourage the use of cargo
bikes and last mile logistics hubs
located close to delivery destinations,
which enable operators to transfer

cargo from larger vehicles onto smaller,

more appropriate vehicles for the last
leg of their journey.

7 Loading bays

review

We will work with town centre and
regeneration teams, and other key
stakeholders to identify where loading
activity is causing issues and deliver
solutions in these locations. These
may include relocating loading bays,
providing inset loading bays on side
streets, or introducing red route
restrictions where loadings cause
persistent issues for bus journey time
and reliability.

interchange

We will ensure that wharf and pierside
land provides for freight interchange
between river and last mile logistics,
and that infrastructure for the transfer
from barge to cargo bikes and small
electric vehicles is provided.

8 Managing construction

and waste

We will continue to require new
developments to produce construction
logistics plans, and to provide details of
waste collection arrangements, setting
out how principles to reduce, remove
and retime collections will be delivered.
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Implementing
the strategy

Timeframe for delivery

The Strategy sets out a blueprint for delivering
improvements in Newham between now and 2038,
though some of the larger infrastructure improvements
— to the rail and underground network - will continue
beyond that timeframe. Some of the interventions will
be timed to accompany the delivery of sites identified
in the Local Plan, whilst others will be implemented
over time to make traveling around Newham easier and
more pleasant for everyone.

Funding

We will work collectively with our partners to deliver
this strategy. We will continue to seek funding from
developers to deliver sustainable infrastructure
necessary to make their sites operate properly. In
addition to this we will work the TfL, Network Rail,
neighbouring authorities and central government to
make the case for investment in some of our bigger
schemes. Having this strategy puts us in a strong
position to bid for such funding.
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