
BECKTON & ROYAL DOCKS
COMMUNITY ASSEMBLY

Monday 8th November 2021

18:00-19:15



INTRODUCTION

Lisa Taylor
Beckton and Royal Docks

Community Neighbourhood Manager



HOUSEKEEPING
• Attendees are automatically muted when joining the meeting. Please Mute/ 

Unmute               to speak. Kindly stay on mute     when you’re not speaking.

• The meeting is being recorded - if you prefer not to be seen you can turn 
your camera off.       Otherwise as this is a community event we’d love to 
see you!

• Viewing options - Speaker view will show you only the presenter and any 
other video you have pinned Gallery view will show all attendees who are in 
the meeting.

• Unfortunately we have no BSL interpreter but Live Transcript will be on

• Breaks – please take them when you need one.



WELCOME

Welcome to the third Beckton and Royal Docks Community Assembly meeting.

The purpose of today’s assembly is: 

• To update you on July’s voting round and which projects received a portion of the £100,000 
Beckton and Royal Docks Community Neighbourhood budget.

• To update you on what has happened locally and across the borough in the Community 
Assemblies.

• To hear directly from some of the Beckton and Royal Docks projects to update you on what 
they will be doing.

• To give you a chance to talk about these projects and what you’d like to see in future 
assemblies.

• To let you know about opportunities to get involved in the chosen community projects 



YOUR COMMUNITY 
NEIGHBOURHOOD

This assembly is about the whole Community Neighbourhood area 



POLLS
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Which of the previous assemblies did you 
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Other

Social media

Library/Community Neighbourhood team

Newham website
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How did you hear about today's assembly?

19

7

3

Beckton

Royal Docks

I'm not sure

Which ward are you from?  



Duration Item Presenter

10 mins Introduction, Welcome and Housekeeping Lisa Taylor

5 mins Mayors’ Welcome Video Mayor Rokhsana Fiaz

5 mins Introduction from Neighbourhood Leads CMT / Cabinet Lead

5 mins Working Group Introduction & Update Working Group

5 mins Story so far and the chosen projects Lisa Taylor / 
Working Group

20 mins Update from Project Groups Lisa Taylor / Suzannah 
Walker & Groups

20 mins Discussions in Breakout Groups Everyone

5 mins Volunteering Opportunities, Next Steps & Closing 
Remarks

Cllr Charlene McLean

SCHEDULE



GUIDELINES
• Listen to each other

• Be respectful

• You don’t have to agree

• Share what comes to mind

• Use the        window to ask questions or click raise hand        under 

the participants tab and wait for your turn to speak. 

• Take part in breakout rooms when prompted

• Enjoy being part of shaping your Community Neighbourhood



WELCOME VIDEO

  
Mayor Rokhsana Fiaz OBE

Lead for Inclusive Economy and Housing Delivery 



Each Community Neighbourhood area comprises of a Cabinet Lead, Deputy 
Cabinet Member or Commissioner and a Corporate Director who will work 
together on local emerging issues that arise in the neighbourhood.

The Neighbourhood Leads representing Beckton and Royal Docks :

• Cllr Charlene McLean - Deputy Mayor (Statutory) and Cabinet Member 
Resident Engagement & Participation 

• Conrad Hall - Corporate Director of Resources LBN

• Cllr Stephen Brayshaw - Commissioner for Skills, Cllr Royal Docks 
Ward

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
LEADS



WORKING GROUP

• The Beckton and Royal Docks Community 
Assembly Working Group consists of 16 
members.

• The Working Group lasts for a whole cycle from 
April 2021 – March 2022.

• The Working Group members have been 
involved with shortlisting of priorities and scoring 
stage 1 and 2 project applications to help put 
projects forward to the voting round for the local 
community to vote on.

• The group is now responsible for monitoring 
community projects that will be delivered from 
Aug 21-Mar 22.



WORKING GROUP

Introductions from Working Group members

• Patience Okoukoni Theca Meijer 

• Gertrude Tummings Valerie Johnson 

• Rob Callender Patrick Hurley 

• George Gherman Keith Richardson

• Monica Hartnell Julio Diaz

• Audrey Hulmes

• Cllr Charlene McLean (Statutory Deputy Mayor & Cabinet Member for Resident Engagement & 
Participation ) 

• Cllr James Asser (Beckton Ward Cllr and Cabinet lead for environment)

• Conrad Hall  Corporate Director of Resources, LBN



STORY SO FAR

Assembly 1

Local 
Priorities 

ideas

Assembly 3

Feedback on  
progress

Assembly 4

Project 
delivery

Feedback on 
whole cycle

April 
2021

May to June (on Platform): 
Vote on Top 3 Priorities

Submit Project proposals

Nov 
2021

March
2022

£100,000 
CIL funding 
for projects 

July: Voting on projects 
(on Co-Create platform)

Aug: Announcement of 
successful projects and 
commence delivery of 

projects

November to March Monitor 
delivery of projects

April 2021 – March 2022 Cycle Working Groups
Screen project proposals 
and monitor delivery

Newham 
Co-create 
website
Submit ideas/projects, 
vote, register for 
assemblies

Assembly 2

Hear about 
project 

proposals

July 
2021



STORY SO FAR

JULY COMMUNITY ASSEMBLY

• Xx attended the evening Community Assembly on -- July 2021.

• Xx people voted online after the assembly on the projects put forward to 
make improvements in the three chosen priority areas.

• Xx projects were chosen and finalised and are now being set up.

STORY SO FAR
From 16th to 26th July 421 local residents voted on a number of projects submitted by 
Voluntary, Community and Faith sector (VCFS) organisations and Resident groups.

This took place on the Newham Co-create platform



YOUR TOP VOTED PROJECTS



PROJECTS

Projects delivered by Council

Beckton Ponds – specialist works to create a wheelchair accessible 
viewing point to the pond and opening up access by changing position 
of gate. 
Delivery by Parks team 

Permanent Play Street – design and installation of playful features as 
part of proposed permanent play street in Beckton. 
Delivery by Highways team.



YOUR TOP VOTED PROJECTS

Projects successfully voted to be taken forward and funded:

Projects Run by £
1 Initiation of a Youth Club – Beckton Community Project Resident 5000

2 Beckton Ponds - Access Improvement Council & Resident 4970

3 Community Gardening for Wellbeing Resident 5000

4 Inclusive Community Hub Voluntary sector 20000

5 Beckton Nature Play and Learning Sessions for Families Voluntary sector 17260

6 MUGA - Beckton Youth Zone Resident 5000

7 Britannia Village Improvements Voluntary sector 20000

8 Social Space North Beckton Park Pavilion Resident 4800

9 Camel Rd Playground - £5,000 Resident 5000

10 Permanent Play Street in Beckton Council & Resident 5000

11 Improvements to Park Map signage Resident 3550 

TOTAL 95580



YOUR TOP VOTED PROJECTS

Presentations from: 

• Beckton Community Projects – Initiation of a Youth Club 

• West Silvertown Foundation – Improvements to Britannia Village 

Green 

• RDLAC – Inclusive Community Hubs 

• Beckton Ponds – Increased Accessibility to the Ponds

• Matt Ponting – Improved Parks signage 

• Permanent Play Street – Residents and Council 

• St John’s Green Gardeners – Gardening for Community Wellbeing 

• Curious by Nature – Nature Play and Family Learning Sessions



Beckton Community 
Projects
Youth Club

Every Saturday 3pm-5pm





50+ young people registered



Learning new skills



Experienced and Qualified Youth 
Workers













inclusive hub

NOVEMBER 2021



What’s happened so far? 

1. Coffee morning with art classes, including SEND 
adults 

2. Computer & coffee morning
3. Tai chi, yoga, chair exercises, Zumba
4. Bingo 
5. Community organised Halloween parties 



Next 3 months 

● Fish & chips lunch with 
entertainment & activities 

● Christmas community lunches 
● Community Christmas parties at 

kiosks
● Parent &  baby pilates 
● Online & computer activities 







Volunteering Opportunities 

https://www.rdlac.org/blog

https://www.facebook.com/royaldockscommunityhub/

● Monday - Friday 9.30 - 6.00pm 
● Helping run activities & events 
● Preparing & serving food 
● Supporting the community 

foodbank 
● Gardening & biodiversity 
● Children’s activities 
● Collecting food surplus donations 



Feedback on process 

● The online platform could be more user friendly 
● There could be a way for community members that are not online 

to get involved 
● It would be good to find ways to include more people generally 



Computer Cafe 



Community 
Cafes





Beckton Ponds 



Beckton Ponds 



Beckton Ponds 























Matt Ponting

Improved park signage
Update for Beckton and Royal Docks 
Community Assemblies
8 November 2021



The current signage



The aim

I’m 
planning  to 

turn 
these….

into signs 
like these



Current signage locations

Park signage site



Locations included in this project

Beckton District 
Park (South)

5 signs
New Beckton Park
1 sign

Royal Victoria Gardens
2 signs



Printing and installation – Smaller signs

The new signage will be printed on weather and graffiti proof vinyl, with a UV protected laminate finish. I 
recommend to remove the glass, as this has become scratched over time. The black posts could be painted, 
though this will require approval. Addition of accessible features for disabled people, to be researched in 
initial phases.

Vinyl with anti-graffiti
and anti-grime coating



Printing and installation – Larger signs

This signage has noticeboard information, so will need to have a different printed solution. I will need to speak 
with parks about the rationale for the notices and how frequently they are changed.



Royal Victoria 
Gardens

Contacts and local history

Beckton District 
Park

New Beckton 
Park

Local groups:
RDLAC, Fight for Peace, 
Phoenix bowls club

Local groups:
Active Newham, Forest 
School, Parkrun, Itchycoo 
Park

Suggested community 
groups:
Active Newham, Alphabet 
House School Nursery

Workshop location:
RDLAC

Workshop location:
Beckton Globe

History:
The Victorian pleasure gardens
Steam hammer

History:
Will Thorne

History:
Foundation of park, and 
link to GasWorks

Workshop location:
Beckton Globe



Links to Capital ring, docks, river and DLR



Timeline

November December January February March

Links made with 
community groups 
and parks team
Initial sketched 
maps
Workshop 
preparation –
Locations booked

Workshop 
preparation

Artwork production 

Check-in with Parks 
and Community 
Assembly for review

Printing and 
Installation

Confirmation of 
sites, and printed 
dimensions

Promotion for 
workshops – On 
signs, in libraries, 
via local 
community 
groups

Community 
workshops

Artwork production

Newham Archives -
research

Photographic 
research



Financial Overview

Action Cost

Research, mapping and workshop 
preparation

£0

Workshop - Teachers £500

Workshop – Materials £50

Workshop – Venue hire £100

Illustration, and artwork preparation for 
printing – 3 designs

£2000

Printing – 7 signs £700

Paint £200

Installation £0

TOTAL £3500

Month Monthly total

Oct £0

Nov £0

Dec £100

Jan £600

Feb £2000

March £900

TOTAL £3500

Overview Month by month tracker



Questions?



• Be healthier
• More connected
• Explore the local area
• Wildlife – Engagement with nature
• Mental health
• Encourage exploration
• Links to local groups

Benefits



Workshop approach
The sketches shown here are designed to give an impression of 
the shapes, style and colour, but as a collage will be influenced 
on the buildings chosen.

My approach with the signage will be to have a variety of mapping workshops which help decide concepts, hear stories and 
aspirations, allow collage and drawing, and help select illustrations.



Community Garden Project 



What’s happened so far? 

1. Weekly gardening group for mental health & 
wellbeing, Wednesday 12-2pm

2. New gate on the community garden 
3. Children’s gardening sessions, Wednesday 4-

5pm
4. Harvest festival 
5. Planting for spring, edible garden 
6. Clearing, planting, weeding, composting



Budget & 
expenses so far 

● £966 spent so far of £5,000 budget 
● Seeds, plug plants, green house & soil 



Next 3 months 

• seeds and compost for the new season
• making our own compost and we are collecting leaves
• from the park for leaf mould
• setting up a parent and toddler gardening group
• learning to sow grow and harvest
• learning about the insects and how they pollinate
• bug hunting
• sharing recipes 
• organic gardening
• pizza oven and a barbeque
• new guttering in the community garden
• jars and bottles for making preserves & preserving pan
• rolls of wild flowers to make a meadow behind the cafe



Volunteering Opportunities 

adult group  Wednesdays 12-2pm (Plus SEN adults)
after school club Wednesday    4-5pm
after school club (library) Thursday       times to be arranged 

Tasks
general gardening, watering & clearing and tidying 



Feedback on 
process 

If people can vote in person, not just 
online 









Formerly known as “Beckton Nature Play”

Beckton & Royal Docks Community Assembly

8th November 2021



Who we are

We are a diverse community of families
living in East London, brought together by
our interest in playing and learning in
nature.

We meet in Beckton District Park South to
climb trees, explore forest trails, play chase
and dig for worms. We have come to realise
there is no such thing as bad weather if you
are having fun with friends.



Our Aims

We aim to provide outdoor learning
opportunities to the local community,
especially children and young people; to
foster an understanding of self-directed
education and to raise environmental and
climate awareness by promoting sustainable
living and care for local resources.



What we do

We provide child-led free play sessions as well
as adult-led activities, such as family litter
picks, foraging, using outdoor tools, exploring
bugs and worms, nature treasure hunts,
identifying local plants, shelter building,
community gardening and much more.

Our activities:

Forest School 
sessions

Forest Play sessions

Community litter picks





Our Sessions



Join us on 
19th November!



Questions

How can we get more support from Newham Council 
to access important resources for our project?

★ Access to public toilets

★ Storage for equipment for our sessions

★ Permission to have campfires as part of our sessions
(an important part of Forest School) with trained facilitators

★ Gardening and tree planting in the park



BREAKOUT GROUPS

1. What did you find interesting or exciting about the 
projects you heard from?

(If there are any project representatives in your breakout room feel 
free to ask them questions)

2. What would you like to hear or do in future Community 
Assemblies?



BREAKOUT GROUPS



FEED BACK

Thanks for all of your discussions and feedback in the breakout groups!
The Jamboards with the comments from each group will be made 
available to everyone on the Beckton and Royal Docks Community 
Assemblies section of the Newham Co-Create website.

We’ll also be looking at all of your comments and ideas to help design the 
next round of assemblies taking place in 2022



VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES

Curious By Nature – meet some of the team and enjoy a family friendly litter 
pick on Friday November 19th November 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/curious-by-nature-london-35622664273
Under 5’s Forest Play sessions run on Fridays

Improved Parks Signage – be part of the consultation or join arts workshops -
Matt Ponting - matt@doodlingaround.co.uk

St John’s Green Community Gardeners meet on Wednesdays 12 -2pm come 
and help – St John’s Green, Albert Rd, North Woolwich.  



• If you are interested in volunteering for any of the community projects please contact the 
Beckton and Royal Docks Community Neighbourhood team (see details below).

• Give any further feedback on the process by visiting co-create and look out for updates 
between now and the next meeting www.newhamco-create.co.uk

• The next community assembly will be in Spring  2022 when you will be able to get updates on 
the progress of the projects and give feedback on the whole assembly cycle. 

• Please do give us your feedback on today’s assembly by completing our short feedback form 
– link posted in the chat.

CONTACT DETAILS
• Lisa Taylor, Community Neighbourhood Manager

• Suzannah Walker, Community Neighbourhood Senior Officer

• Email: CN.BecktonRoyalDocks@newham.gov.uk

• Phone Beckton Globe  library on 020 3373 0853 / North Woolwich library on 020 3373 0843

NEXT STEPS AND 
CONTACT DETAILS



New Recycling service
For more information please contact Ruma.Jana@newham.gov.uk

Local Plan:  
Promotional video: https://youtu.be/U2fsUNnwbmo

Levelling Up Fund 
Press release: https://www.newham.gov.uk/news/article/726/mayor-of-newham-
rokhsana-fiaz-welcomes-levelling-up-bid-success-as-newham-awarded-the-highest-
amount-in-london

OTHER NEWS 



CLOSING REMARKS

Councillor Charlene McLean
Deputy Mayor (Statutory) 

Cabinet Member for Resident Engagement & Participation  


